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Hawker Beechcraft Marks Industry-First Test Flight on Sustainable Fuel 
Partners with Teledyne Continental Motors, Swift Enterprises to advance technology leadership 

and sustainability achievements  

WICHITA, Kan. (April 22, 2009) – In a partnership with Teledyne Continental Motors (TCM) and 

Swift Enterprises, Hawker Beechcraft Corporation (HBC) announced the successful test flights 

of its certificated Beechcraft Bonanza G36 on unleaded aviation fuel and Swift Sustainable Fuel. 

HBC leads the industry as the first major aircraft manufacturer to accomplish this using Swift 

Fuel. This is the first step toward the future of unleaded gas and sustainable fuel powered 

aircraft and an example of HBC’s sustainability efforts and longstanding history of developing 

leading technologies for general aviation aircraft.  

 

“This is another big step in our sustainability initiative and technology leadership at HBC,” said 

Ed Petkus, HBC vice president, Product Development and Engineering. “It is also something 

that will delight general aviation pilots. The partnership with TCM and Swift Enterprises 

exemplifies the leadership of our companies and our commitment to supporting the technologies 

necessary to find an alternative to 100LL. I am confident our customers and the entire aviation 

industry will benefit from our efforts.” 

 

“TCM has established a leadership role in the important mission to help develop an alternative 

to 100LL that is affordable, safe and renewable,” said Rhett Ross, president of TCM. “We will 

continue to leverage our engineering resources and strategic alliances until a workable 

alternative is available for piston aircraft.” 

 

- More - 
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“We project that Swift Fuel will extend aircraft range through increased efficiency and could cost 

up to 50 percent less per gallon than 100LL,” said Jon Ziulkowski, Swift Enterprises Vice 

President of Renewable Fuels. “This will be a big boost to piston aircraft operators and 

something we are proud to be involved in.”  

 

The collaborative work with TCM and Swift Enterprises began last year to develop engine 

technology and test unleaded and sustainable fuels for use in piston aircraft. A fuel specification 

is being developed for unleaded aviation gasoline and more testing is planned for the coming 

weeks and months.  

 

In February, HBC announced the formation of a Wichita sustainability coalition. By partnering 

with TCM and Swift Enterprises to investigate the future of aviation gas, HBC is furthering its 

efforts to improve sustainability for the entire life cycle of its aircraft.  

 

HBC is also active in the Coordinating Research Council and General Aviation Manufacturers 

Association Avgas Committees.  

 
Hawker Beechcraft Corporation is a world-leading manufacturer of business, special mission 

and trainer aircraft – designing, marketing and supporting aviation products and services for 

businesses, governments and individuals worldwide. The company’s headquarters and major 

facilities are located in Wichita, Kan., with operations in Salina, Kan.; Little Rock, Ark.; Chester, 

England, U.K.; and Chihuahua, Mexico. The company leads the industry with a global network 

of more than 100 factory-owned and authorized service centers. For more information, visit 

www.hawkerbeechcraft.com.  
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This release may contain “forward-looking statements” within the meaning of Section 27A of the Securities Act of 
1933 and Section 21E of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934. All statements, other than statements of historical fact, 
including statements that address activities, events or developments that we or our management intend, expect, 
project, believe or anticipate will or may occur in the future are forward-looking statements. Forward-looking 
statements are based on management’s assumptions and assessments in light of past experience and trends, 
current conditions, expected future developments and other relevant factors. They are not guarantees of future 
performance, and actual results may differ significantly from those envisaged by our forward-looking statements. 
Among the factors that could cause actual results to differ materially from those described or implied in the forward-
looking statements are general business and economic conditions, production delays resulting from lack of regulatory 
certifications and other factors, competition in our existing and future markets, lack of market acceptance of our 
products and services, the substantial leverage and debt service resulting from our indebtedness, loss or retirement 
of key executives and other risks disclosed in our filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission. 

 

http://www.hawkerbeechcraft.com/

	News Release

