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Hawker Beechcraft to Provide Additional Aircraft to U.S. Air Force in Support of Project Liberty   
Specially-equipped King Air 350ER aircraft performing ISR missions in several theaters of operation 

ORLANDO (Oct. 19, 2009) – Hawker Beechcraft Corporation (HBC) today announced it has received 

a follow-on order from the United States Air Force for six additional King Air 350ER special mission 

aircraft in support of Project Liberty. HBC was awarded the original contract for 23 King Air 350ER 

turboprops, designated by the military as the MC-12W, in November 2008. The company has 

completed delivery of these 23 aircraft.  

 

“This follow-on order is directly linked to the reliability and versatility of the MC-12W special mission 

aircraft in performing its important Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance mission and the fact 

that we delivered all of the aircraft in the original order on or ahead of schedule,” said Jim Maslowski, 

president, U.S. and International Government Business. “Since being deployed in several theaters of 

operation, the aircraft have demonstrated extremely high-mission capability and logged hundreds of 

hours on station.” 

 

Modified with military-required equipment, the MC-12W provides the Air Force with advanced 

technology and reliability. The value of the additional order for six aircraft is approximately $45 million. 

Deliveries are scheduled to be completed by the end of the year. 

 

The King Air 350ER, a derivative of the King Air 350, provides extended range through the addition of 

nacelle fuel tanks, along with an increase in gross weight from 15,000 to 16,500 pounds and the 

incorporation of heavy-weight landing gear. The aircraft is ideally suited for use in special missions as 

an airborne Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance (ISR) platform. The aircraft can provide 
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more than eight hours of endurance and has the flexibility to loiter low and slow or cruise at 300 knots 

and 35,000 feet. Taking off at gross weight with full fuel and full payload, the King Air 350ER can fly 

out 100 nautical miles, perform a low altitude surveillance mission for 7 hours and 20 minutes, fly back 

100 nautical miles, and still land with more than 45 minutes of fuel on board. No other aircraft in its 

class can come close to this performance. 

 

Hawker Beechcraft Corporation is a world-leading manufacturer of business, special mission and 

trainer aircraft – designing, marketing and supporting aviation products and services for businesses, 

governments and individuals worldwide. The company’s headquarters and major facilities are located 

in Wichita, Kan., with operations in Salina, Kan.; Little Rock, Ark.; Chester, England, U.K.; and 

Chihuahua, Mexico. The company leads the industry with a global network of more than 100 factory-

owned and authorized service centers. For more information, visit www.hawkerbeechcraft.com.  

###  
This release may contain “forward-looking statements” within the meaning of Section 27A of the Securities Act of 1933 and 
Section 21E of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934. All statements, other than statements of historical fact, including 
statements that address activities, events or developments that we or our management intend, expect, project, believe or 
anticipate will or may occur in the future are forward-looking statements. Forward-looking statements are based on 
management’s assumptions and assessments in light of past experience and trends, current conditions, expected future 
developments and other relevant factors. They are not guarantees of future performance, and actual results may differ 
significantly from those envisaged by our forward-looking statements. Among the factors that could cause actual results to 
differ materially from those described or implied in the forward-looking statements are general business and economic 
conditions, production delays resulting from lack of regulatory certifications and other factors, competition in our existing and 
future markets, lack of market acceptance of our products and services, the substantial leverage and debt service resulting 
from our indebtedness, loss or retirement of key executives and other risks disclosed in our filings with the Securities and 
Exchange Commission. 
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